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Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
I am writing in response to your request for information made under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 in relation to tourniquets used for 
venepuncture and cannulation. 
 
You asked:  
1. The type and number of tourniquets used for venepuncture and cannulation 
annually in your Hospital Trust, specifically whether you use single use 
(disposable) or reusable tourniquets and what material they are made out of.    
2. If you use a mix of both, whether there is there any Trust policy for deciding 
which tourniquet to use.   
3. When you first introduced single use tourniquets, if you do use them.   
4. The cost per single use tourniquet/other type of tourniquet you use (or total 
annual cost)   
5. The MRSA infection rates at your Trust, for three years either side of your 
introduction of single use tourniquets, referring to bloodstream infections 
(bacteremias) rather than surface carriage.   
6. Whether you implemented any of the following infection control procedures 
within the same year as implementing single use tourniquets:  
a. Stricter hand hygiene policy   
b. Staff education programme on infection control procedures  
c. Screening of patients for MRSA on admission to hospital  
d. Isolation or decolonisation of patients who tested positive for MRSA   
 
Trust response: 
1. Single use button tourniquet, quantity 173,350, latex free 
2. The Trust currently only use the button tourniquets  
3. We believe they may have originally been introduced in 2005 
4. The Trust is applying Section 43 to this question. 
5. We no longer hold the data for MRSA bacteraemia from 2002 – 2008  

http://www.mtw.nhs.uk/


6. The reporting of MRSA bacteraemia infections became mandatory in 2001 
this was followed by a national campaign to reduce the rates of MRSA 
infection which included these four interventions.  
 


