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Trust Management 
Maidstone Hospital 

Hermitage Lane 
Maidstone  

Kent  
ME16 9QQ 

Email: mtw-tr.foiadmin@nhs.net 
15 November 2018 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
I am writing in response to your request for information made under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 in relation to Prostate cancer and 
psychological support. 
 
You asked: 
1. How many prostate cancer patients (new and existing) were registered 
within your Trust/hospitals between 1st April 2017 – 31st March 2018?  
a. Of those how many were offered specialist psychological support services 
in the last 12 months (1st April 2017- 31st March 2018)? 
b. Of those how many were referred to specialist psychological support 
services in the last 12 months (1st April 2017- 31st March 2018)? 
2. Do you offer psychological support services for families and or carers? (Yes 
or No) 
a. If yes, how is this service offered? (e.g. everyone is proactively offered a 
referral as standard of care, or do families/carers request access to 
psychological support reactively)  
b. What proportion of families/carers were referred to psychological support 
services in the last 12 months (1st April 2017- 31st March 2018)? 
3. Do men have access to other psychological support services beyond active 
treatment (i.e. those that are under active surveillance and living beyond 
cancer)? (Yes or No) 
4. Who provides other psychological support service for your prostate cancer 
patients? Choose from below: 
a. NHS commissioned mental health service (funded by CCG/NHS England or 
Trust) 
b. National charitable organisation (e.g. Macmillan, Prostate Cancer UK) 
c. Local support group (volunteer-led) 
d. Hospice  
e. Other (please specify) 
 
Trust response: 
1. 317 
 



The remaining questions have been discussed with the consultants and the 
team who treat the prostate patients with Radiotherapy. The general feeling 
was that it will depend on whether this team is considered as specialist 
support. 
In terms of counselling referrals the Trust rarely refer as these patients rarely 
request, or wish to come to the Health and Wellbeing days on offer. 
 
We would not offer without a request from patient/wife/carer. 
 
All patients are told about Macmillan support, and we usually discuss PSA 
support groups or PCUK. 
 


